Chemotherapy of Urogenital Tumors by Pointon, R. S.
Br. J. Cancer (1976) 33, 352
Book Reviews
Chemotherapy of Urogenital Tumors.
GERALD P. MURPHY and ARNOLD MITTEL-
MAN (1975). U.S.A.: C. C. Thomas. pp.
268. Price £11.05 net.
This short monograph sets out to evaluate
the chemotherapy of urogenital neoplasms
as it currently exists. The previous chemo-
therapeutic programmes which have been
employed are analysed by tumour site and
prospective studies are suggested. The
various protocol studies currently in use
are presented in detail. The results of the
present modes of management of urogenital
tumours- are briefly presented and the role
of adjuvant chemotherapy, in an effort to
improve them is discussed. Tumours of
the urothelium continue to present a major
problem and present chemotherapeutic regi-
mens remain in a disappointingly early stage
of development. This book will be of
value as a reference volume to clinicians
engaged in the management ofthese tumours.
R. S. POINTON
Polyamines in Normal and Neoplastic
Growth. (Proceedings of a Symposium
of the National Cancer Institute, U.S.A.)
Ed. DIANE H. RUSSELL (1973). New
York: RavenPress. pp. 429. Price £10.05
net.
This symposium provides a very useful
source of information which puts a rapidly
growing field of research into perspective at
the time the meeting was held. The book
opens with a helpful and interesting historical
account and brief review of the general field,
but at this point the opportunities to include
clear representations of the formulae of key
compounds and of the pertinent metabolic
pathways are missed. In fact such a meta-
bolic chart is eventually given, but it appears
unannounced at the end of the text and
preceding the index.
The scope for research in this general
area of polyamine metabolism is clearly
indicated by the wide variety of selected
materials which cover the broad areas of
cellular differentiation, hormonal responses,
protein and nucleic acid synthesis, viruses
and the diagnosis of malignant disease.
Some grouping of the subject matter would
certainly have improved the presentation
for the general reader. The methodology
for polyamine estimation would have been
better grouped into one sub-section and one
wonders why for instance are the contribu-
tions dealing with central nervous tissues
and with viruses (three in each case), so
w%ridely separated from each ether? The
very last chapter is an excellent short review
of RNA tumour viruses and their possible
relationship to human leukaemias but some
attempt to relate this field to the subject
of the symposium would have been welcome.
The opportunities for further fundamental
research are clearly indicated by several
contributions on the effects of polyamines
on RNA synthesis and by an illustration
that the control of transcriptional and post-
transcriptional protein synthesis can be
modified in vivo by treatment with exo-
genous chemicals. Possibilities for the future
control of growth mechanisms are implied
in this type ofapproach.
Quite a substantial part of the sym-
posium was devoted to polyamine metabolism
in normal and malignant cells and to an
assessment of polyamine levels in body
fluids as a potential method for the diagnosis
of malignant disease. This collected in-
formation provides a good basis for those
who wish to interest themselves further in
this field.
P. J. O'CONNOR
Receptor-Specific Proteins. Plant and
Animal Lectins. E. R. GOLD and
P. BALDWIN. (1975) Amsterdam and New
York: Excerpta Medica, Elsevier Pub-
lishing Co. Inc. pp. 440. Price $51.95
net.
In the terminology of the authors, "re-
ceptor-specific proteins " designates all agglu-
tinating or precipitating agents of non-
immune origin, but excludes proteins of
known biological function such as enzymes